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MOMENTUM SOARS FOR SIESTA KEY INCORPORATION BID 

 
The bid to incorporate Siesta Key has gained accelerated momentum as evidenced by attendance at rallies, a 
local Town Hall meeting and thousands of signed petitions.  Save Siesta Key (SSK) organization whose  mission 
is to  incorporate Siesta Key into a town , has garnered support from several local organizations including The 
Siesta Key Association (SKA), Siesta Key Coalition (SKC), and the Siesta Key Condominium Council (SKCC).  Both 
the SKA and SKC have formally endorsed their efforts.  Now the residents of broader Sarasota County, who 
recognize their access to cherished beaches will be threatened by the uncontrolled development, are joining 
the fight to  to preserve Siesta Key, the crown jewel of our region. . 
 

 

Siesta Key, FL, December 17, 2021:  Save Siesta Key Organization Launches “Unconditional Surrender” 

Campaign to Fight for Incorporation. 

Hundreds of Siesta Key residents overwhelmed a recent Town Hall meeting, hosted by the local delegation, to 

discuss the incorporation of the island.    The standing-room-only crowd overflowed into the foyer, the 

stairway and even the parking lot.  Hundreds more have shown up at 2 different walks near Siesta Key beach 

organized by the Save Siesta Key (SSK) group to show their support for getting a chance to vote for 

incorporating Siesta Key.   Additionally, over 2200 residents and tax payers on Siesta Key have signed a 

petition launched by SSK in a bid to get a referendum  on the 2022 ballot for a  vote for incorporation of Siesta 

Key.   This makes it abundantly clear that a majority of the community of Siesta Key are supportive of SSK 

efforts. 

 

The fight to have residents ’voices heard in a bid to incorporate Siesta Key now expands as the SSK announces 

their “Unconditional Surrender” campaign to garner support not only from SK residents, but from the greater 

Sarasota County residents at large who stand to lose access to their prize beaches on Siesta Key.  

 

Citizens of Sarasota County are being called to join a rally on December 29th at 11:00 a.m. under the 

“Unconditional Surrender” statue in Marina Jack Park in honor of the SSK aptly named campaign to appeal 

to our State Delegation to vote in favor of sponsoring the bill in Tallahassee and giving the Siesta Key 

residents the final say in a referendum, after the bill passes in Tallahassee.  

 

The driving force behind this concerted effort by the community to incorporate is  taxation without 

representation.  The 6955 residents are a small fraction of over 440,000 Sarasota residents.  Siesta Key is split 

between two county commissioners, neither of them lives on the island.  The Siesta Key Community believes  

that local voices making local choices will create better stewardship of the largest unincorporated barrier 

island in Florida.   After years of disappointing decisions made for the island the last log on the fire,  was the 

most recent action by the County Commissioners  approving 2 consecutive requests for construction of high-
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density hotels that do not comply with the current Siesta Key Overlay District guidelines of the Comprehensive 

Plan established in 1989. 

 

“…Although the incorporation efforts on Siesta Key began 30 years ago, the recent Commissioners’ majority 

votes to allow two high-rise hotels awakened residents to the myriad consequences of over development. 

 

Even though there was a very well-orchestrated and organized opposition to these hotels mounted by The 

Siesta Key Coalition (SKC) and many constituents, the citizens felt completely ignored – our voices unheard yet 

again…” says Harry Anand, Board Memberof  Save Siesta Key.. 

 

The residents of Siesta Key have been rallied by SSK, SKC, SKA and SKCC and are banding together to do 

everything possible to protect their island from overdevelopment, unmanageable traffic, insufficient parking 

facilities, overcrowded beaches, unsafe streets for pedestrians & bikers, stymied emergency access/egress and 

sanitation/runoff issues.  The consequences of these issues extend beyond the bridges affecting all local 

residents and visitors who drive to Siesta Key. 

 

SSK reports that Sarasota County residents will also face some major access challenges to their beaches should 

the overdevelopment being allowed by the County Commissioners continue.  Traffic alone would block access 

for residents of the county who do not live on Siesta Key.  It is already a major problem during season, but if 

high density hotels are added, the backup will reach the byways including Clark Road, Tamiami, Osprey and 

Bee Ridge Roads causing major delays. 

 

Patricia Beckwith of Gulf Gate East in Sarasota says “….My family and I love the Siesta Key beaches and it's 

why we live in Sarasota.  For years we have experienced more and more traffic trying to get to the beach, and 

we are extremely concerned that we will not be able to get there at all if it gets any worse..." 

 

 “…I would have loved to have purchased a home on Siesta Key, but the amount of time it takes to get on and 

off the Key was not something I was willing to live with on a daily basis.  I no longer even attempt to go to the 

beach..” says Kristen Buchanan of Lakewood Ranch. 

 

“We moved off Siesta Key a few years ago because the traffic was so horrible; especially during the winter and 

early spring seasons.  We don’t even try to go to the beach in season because of the traffic situation…” says 

Rebecca Saggau of Sarasota. 

 

Predictive Estimation Specialist, Capers Jones of Siesta Key says “….During the high winter season at 11 AM 

there are about 400 automobiles on the stretch of road between Stickney Bridge and Siesta Key beach and 

they move at an average speed of about 1.25 miles per hour; i.e. it takes almost 1 hour to drive the 1.1 mile 

distance from the bridge to the beach. If three more large hotels are built on Siesta Key the number of autos 

at 11 AM may increase to almost 500 on the same stretch of road and the speed will drop down to about 0.5 

miles per hour; i.e. it may take 2 hours to go from the bridge to the beach….”   

 

County residents come to Siesta Key for much more than just the beaches. Ann Hardcastle and her husband of 

Lakewood Ranch in Sarasota who attend church every Sunday on Siesta Key note that since they first started 

attending church on Siesta Key many years ago, they have had to add an additional 1/2 hour to their drive to 

be sure they make it in time. During season, they say it is much worse. 



 

Siesta Key resident Michele Leone says “…the most important way any resident can protect the future of 

Siesta Key is to reach out to their local, county and state representatives and HAVE YOUR VOICES HEARD.”  

Residents are urged to write, or call local or state representatives in support of Siesta Key’s bid to incorporate. 

 

“Siesta Key is a generational residential island.  Families have been enjoying this special place for decades, and 

feel a higher calling to preserve this environment and lifestyle for the next generation. Like our National Parks, 

we need to preserve this island. This will not only take a village; it will take a county to protect this precious 

environmental jewel of an island…” says Save Siesta Key Neighborhood Ambassador Jann Webster. … 

Ms. Webster notes “…With only 2 (Sen. Gruters & Rep. McFarland) out of 6 members of the Delegation 

publicly announcing support for incorporation, now is the time to act before it is too late.  Sarasota county 

citizens are needed at the Unconditional Surrender Rally and they need to contact any (or all) of these 

undecided Representatives before the Delegates meet on January 4th, 2022 at 5:30 PM in the Administration 

Building, 1660 Ringling Blvd, Sarasota. This is the next crucial step for citizens to be able to protect the future 

of Siesta Key”: 

Rep. Tommy Gregory  Tommy.Gregory@myfloridahouse.gov 941-708-5660 

Rep. Will Robinson  Will.Robinson@myfloridahouse.gov  941-708-4968 

Rep. James Buchanan  James.Buchanan@myfloridahouse.gov 941-429-4560 

Rep. Michele Rayner  Michele.Rayner@myfloridahouse.gov 727-892-2468 

About Save Siesta Key:  A nascent non-profit formed to determine the feasibility of incorporating Siesta Key. 

SSK Board of Directors is made up of Siesta Key residents and business owners supported by a volunteer team 

of Neighborhood Ambassadors.  Phone: 941-822-7840 Email: info@SaveSiestaKey.org Website: 

savesiestakey.org 

  
About Siesta Key Coalition:  A nascent non-profit formed solely for fighting the approval of high-density hotels 

on Siesta Key. Board of Directors is made up of Siesta Key residents and professionals.  SKCoalition.org 

About Siesta Key Association:  Formed in 1948, a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting Siesta Key in 

every aspect and maintaining its residential use.  Board of Directors and volunteers are chiefly Siesta Key 

residents.  Phone: 941-364-4880  Email: info@siestakeyassociation.com  

About Siesta Key Condominium Council:  Formed in 1976, a non-profit organization managed by 3 partners to  
provide member Condominium Associations, their owners, residents and renters current information 

applicable to Condominium living in the legislative, legal and insurance arenas, through a series of 

meetings/speakers and to support efforts that promote: safety, economic stability, environmentalism, and the 

beautification of Siesta Key. Current President: Frank Jurenka  Phone: 630-254-8352 Email: 

fdavidj2@comcast.net  
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