
Hello Commissioners and County Administrators,   

  

This references a proposed Fish Farm within 40 miles of our southwest coast of Florida and 

Sarasota County shores.  Our community participated in great numbers in the hearings and 

submitted comments on this proposal. There was additional legal and science based input from 

our gulf communities and southwest coastal areas of Florida. It was essentially 98%  'NO' 

regarding the establishment of this private commercial Fish Farm in the current location. It 

appears the public participation with informed submissions referencing legal, health and tourism 

impact was not sufficient.   

  

Our great disappointment is primarily due to recent history of intense adverse impact of red tide 

including: economic damages, loss of marine life, health risks to people and protected species of 

birds and mammals, such as manatee and dolphin.   

  

The potential impacts of a fish farm are the byproducts of the feeding process, medical 

treatments within the undersea pens and by-products of 'compacted' numbers of fish contained in 

these pens (excrement, biologic waste) along with inevitable interaction with native fish species 

and unknown consequences to their development.  

  

Fishing as recreational tourism is of great importance to our regional economy. Historically, it 

drew many early winter visitors who subsequently committed to the establishment and growth of 

our both the city and county.  Fishing remains a significant indicator of our gulf waters health. 

  

1. We urgently request your advocacy and intervention.  

Unfortunately, we do not have scientific opinion from MOTE as they choose not to intervene in 

governmental matters. There may also be a potential conflict of interest as MOTE has an existing 

$6M Red Tide research grant from our State.  MOTE agreed to contract with this private fish 

farm to supply the smaller 'fish fry' from their land based fish farm. 

  

Our Gulf of Mexico has vast regions with potential for such research and use. This proximity to 

our areas of highly vulnerable red tide impact should be a reason to renegotiate. This area and its 

gulf waters of Florida provided great economic benefit to our State.  

  

2. Please request they review and choose an alternative region of the Gulf without the risk 

of recurring red tide.   
The panhandle region of Florida and its gulf waters have fewer tourism areas east of Panama 

City; also, they have economic need in their communities. The oyster industry and fishing have 

suffered for some time. The impact of storms has been great. 

  

3. Please request our Governor address this with the Federal partnership of Agencies 

having oversight.  Our Governor has done a great job working on water quality issues and we 

hope he will continue. We would like the Army Corps to continue their focus on rivers and 

Okeechobee. 

 

4. Please submit comments and alternatives during the Hearing (see below) where 

participation can occur on Sept. 30, 2020. 



  

5. Please contact our Sen. Joe Gruters and FDEP Secretary Noah Valenstein.  

At this time we are finally experiencing relief from red tide; we do not want 

an added unknown variable into red tide work for protection of our gulf waters. 

  

6. We ask you contact US Rep. Vern Buchanan to solicit his help in relocation of this Fish 

farm location. 
The community of two counties plus portions of Charlotte have voiced virtually unanimous 

opposition to the Fish Farm to be located in this area.  Our organization has worked closely with 

other unincorporated barrier islands on this issue of red tide. Our Barrier Island League 

communities which include Casey Key, Manasota Key and North Manasota Key are included in 

this email. We anticipate you will hear from our community partners.  

  

7. Please advise us of actions you have already taken or, will take on this issue as soon as 

possible. 

We greatly appreciate your help in advance of this Hearing and as a participant in this Hearing 

Process. 

                                             How to Connect to Participate 
Offshore Fish Farm Update 

  

Despite overwhelming public opposition to the Villela Epsilon offshore fish farm at the EPA 
hearing in Sarasota, the Army Corps of Engineers is set to issue a permit without 
holding a hearing. The farm, the first in a proposed Gulf aquaculture opportunity area, 
poses grave danger to Sarasota marine life, the ecosystem, tourism and the economy. 
Fish waste, pollution and excess feed may increase red tide blooms. Please join the 
Virtual Hearing to express your views. 
  

Eventbrite link to virtual hearing on Offshore Fish Farm, September 30; Select Time, 
10:30 am or 6:30 pm: 

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virtual-peoples-hearing-on-industrial-aquaculture-in-the-gulf-of-mexico-tickets-
120274741991 

To submit audio, video, or text comments: 

https://foe.org/submit-your-comment-now-tell-the-u-s-army-corps-of-engineers-that-our-gulf-is-not-
for-sale/  

https://www.facebook.com/events/337455347466310/ 

Respectfully on behalf of the Board of Directors, 

Catherine Luckner, President 
The Siesta Key Association of Sarasota, Inc. 
www.siestakeyassociation.com  

941.364.4880  

941.780.3913 (m) 
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